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Germany and Italy. Too wide-ninded to fall in with either
the impractical spirit of the Italian Renaissance, or the
theological brawling which was disturbing Germany, his
critical mind set others on the path from which he himself
ultimately shrunk back. His influence was displayed in two
ways. First, in his book, the Praise of Folly, he taught the
world, and especially the world of scholars, to laugh at the
old-fashioned scholastic learning of the monks.1 Many had
in different ages assailed the monks with abuse, and done
them on the whole little harm. To the poisoned shafts of
Erasmus's wit no effective reply was possible. Yet ridicule
of the monks and their opinions naturally resulted in a con-
tempt for their order and their faith; this meant a sapping
of one of the buttresses of the Church. But much more
important than Erasmus's work as a wit was his work as a
critic. He published, in 1516, a complete edition of the
Greek Testament, and placed beside the Greek a new Latin New
Tfestft*
translation, in which he corrected what seemed to him to ment
be mistakes, while in notes he expressed freely his ideas
upon current beliefs. One example will illustrate the whole.
On the text, " Upon this rock I will build my church ", he
observes that this does not refer only to the Pope, but to all
Christians. Methods of this kind would speedily call upon all
the claims of the papacy to justify themselves from the Bible,
and would press for their rejection should they fail to do so.
What Erasmus taught was put into practice by Martin
Luther. A peasant by birth, he had entered an Augustinian Martin
house at Erfurt, but the life of the cloister gave him no
comfort, for he was oppressed with an intense consciousness
of inward sin. He left the monastery in 1508, and became a
teacher of theology in the new Saxon university of Witten-
berg. A visit to Rome which he paid in 1510 revealed to
him the depth of carelessness and indifference which per-
vaded the papal court. He set himself more anxiously than
1 The book was not direpted against the monks particularly, but against fools* 1
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